
(revised annually for CSUS, most recently Fall 2018 – BEFORE the change to ABILITY) 

  
Responsible Conduct of Research and  

Scholarship (RCRS) Training: Implementation Plan (2018) 
 

Background 
To satisfy federal regulations, MSU requires that all graduate students and postdocs complete training in research ethics. 
This training is individualized to each graduate program and must be documented. The Association of American Universities 
(AAU) recommended a minimum of five hours in the first year of a person’s research career and three years annually 
thereafter, or as required by a specific funding agency, whichever is greater. MSU modified its requirements based on the 
belief that “[t]he plan is predicated on the principles that a basic understanding of issues is necessary through didactic 
training and a periodic reinforcement of the principles through discussion.” The CSUS plan combines the new MSU 
requirements (for implementation beginning in 2017) with the AAU guidelines. 
 

In addition to these requirements, certain grants (e.g., NSF, NIH, USDA) may require researchers to obtain additional training 
related to the responsible research conduct and must meet those guidelines/ timelines.  

Use CHROME or FIREFOX browsers, with pop-up windows and cookies enabled.  
NOTE: SABA will be replaced with Ability in late Fall 2018. 

 

Anyone who conducts a study that requires Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval must meet the training requirements 
for human subjects’ research protection offered by MSU’s Human Research Protection Program (HRPP).  
HRPP requires the “initial educational requirement” (Year 1, #1 next page). Find requirements for initial training via: 
https://hrpp.msu.edu/training/index.html and the “basic help” page at https://ora.msu.edu/train/help.html   
Initial IRB training is valid for two years, after which it must be renewed by completing online refresher modules. Note that, 
even though this HRPP/IRB update training is required only every two years, the CSUS RCR program, based on the MSU 
Graduate School’s guidelines, requires annual updating. HRPP/IRB training can be incorporated as part of the CSUS’s RCR 
requirements. See specific options on the next page. To meet Graduate School requirements, IRB training is supplemented in 
Year 1 for CSUS students with four4 4 CITI modules (Year 1, #2) and 3 hours of RCR-related discussion in CSUS 800 (Year 1, #3). 
 
Who 
All CSUS graduate students (MS Plan A, MS Plan B, and Ph.D.) and post-doctoral fellows are required to follow MSU policies 
and guidelines for Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR). Graduate students, including those who work on an hourly basis, 
and postdoctoral fellows are required to comply with RCR requirements.  
 
Requirements and Record-keeping/Tracking 
CSUS graduate students must complete Initial RCR education by December 31 of their first fall semester, and prior to their 
first annual academic progress assessment process (which occurs in January of the subsequent year). After initial RCR 
education, all CSUS graduate students must complete refresher training each calendar year during their degree program 
work (specific requirements on next page). To show compliance, students must provide their advisors with the form plus 
written documentation for each of the training elements, as appropriate to the training choices. The form will be signed and 
then submitted to the Graduate Secretary NO LATER THAN December 31 of each year. (See specific requirements on next 
page.)  (See CSUS Annual RCR Training Record Form at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/csus/graduate/current_students/forms  
 

Note: Completing annual RCR training and submitting documentation is part of maintaining “academic good standing” for 
eligibility for fellowships, awards, travel funding, GOF and other funding, etc. 
 

Track training via SABA (must log in): https://train.ora.msu.edu/Saba/Web/Main 
 
 

CITI training log-in can be found via (must log in): https://ora.msu.edu/rcr/citi.html  
 

The Office of Regulatory Affairs links to SABA and CITI from: http://ora.msu.edu/train  
 

RCR information through the Office of Regulatory Affairs can be found via: http://ora.msu.edu/responsible-conduct-research  
 

Minimum RCR Grad School requirements via: https://grad.msu.edu/researchintegrity  (CSUS requires annual RCR training) 
 

MSU guidelines, training, and personal training tracking can be found via: https://hrpp.msu.edu  (unavailable Nov 29-Dec 3, 2018) 
 

 

Upon completion of annual training (before December 31 of each year), students must complete the Responsible Conduct of 
Research and Scholarship (RCRS) Certification form and submit it and supporting documentation to the Graduate Secretary by 
December 31 of each calendar year. The Graduate Secretary will maintain the Annual RCR Training Record Forms along with 
completed Annual Graduate Student Assessments.  


